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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome! 



Blarney stone icebreaker

• The person holding the
stone has the floor.

• Share your name, your
position and your school
district

• Share two pieces of
information, one of them
true, one of them with a
bit o’ blarney
(embellishment!)
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Overarching Outcome:
Participants will be     able       to:
Build teacher capacity
to meet the needs of
English learners in content
area classrooms.
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This is the overarching outcome for our session today, something you can take back to your districts. 
Let’s use drop-in reading to read the underlined words with me.  
We will also be modeling one of our SPEL module PDs (interaction and engagement.) So we’ve got a PD within a presentation for you  today!




SPEL: 
Strategies   that 
promote 
engagement and 
learning

A la carte module choices
Followed by coaching
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SPEL trainings have undergone a transformation over the last few years as we have responded to the needs of our teachers.

We started out with whole school cohorts, transitioned to ala carte modules by components, then transitioned this year to ala carte modules by content areas. Next year we are considering a hybrid cohort model with a focus on language (that compliments our district AVID and data protocol initiatives.)

At every training, we take participants through a lesson (content being topical, e.g. effective instructional strategies or subject-specific) However, no matter the content, every SPEL training has particular components, one of them being to use effective interaction and engagement routines. We debrief each routine, give out routine cards, and keep a routine tracker, on which teachers describe how they would use that routine in their classroom. The debrief of routines is a critical part of this process, as teachers commit to trying selected routines with the support of coaches. We also incorporate our comprehensive literacy model: reading, writing, speaking, listening and allow teachers to EXPERIENCE the content with the language supports that help English Learners. Those are some of things that make our trainings popular and in high demand!

Now we’re going to actually take you through a module.



Interaction & Engagement Mini-
PD Outcomes:

Describe and implement
routines that foster
interaction and engagement
in the secondary classroom

Incorporate language support
into routines
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Let’s use drop-in reading again to read our outcomes for the mini-pd.
Language support helps to ensure access which ensures equity.



What do English learners need in the 
secondary classroom? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’re gong to do a pre-reading routine to quickly activate your  background knowledge. 
QUICK SHARE-OUT. Possibilities: time to process and verbalize thinking, language scaffolds, academic vocabulary development, writing scaffolds, GRR-  catch and release and catch. Others?





Read “Fostering English Learners’ Confidence”

1. RWT! (Read Write Talk) with a partner routine.
2. Read the introduction.
3. Reflect on the essential question on your note taker. Write

down your thoughts using the sentence starters/frames.
4. When both you and your partner are done, take turns asking

each other the essential question and answering in complete
sentences.

5. Silently read “Why Routines Revolutionize Discussion.”
6. Repeat steps #3 & 4.
7. Silently read “Building Confidence in Speaking.”
8. Repeat steps #3 & 4.
9. Silently read “Seven Tips” and fill out note taker.
10. Decide which tip you would most like to talk about.
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We’re going to read an article together now using the read write talk routine. 
Review the essential questions on the note taker.
We’ve chunked the article to correlate with a couple of different routines.
 Give the directions for the routine, #1-4.GRR: Model with the introduction of the article. Presenter will ask the essential question. Ask for volunteers to popcorn out their responses.
Direct participants to do the next two sections of the article with an elbow partner. Steps # 5-8.  Turn your article upside down when done reading so we know when everybody’s reading for Conver-stations.
The 4th section will be discussed with a partner or trio via the Conver-stations routine. Steps #9 & 10.
The summary section will be done independently.



Conver-Stations: A discussion strategy

PROCEDURE:

 Teacher sets up topic stations
throughout the room.

 Read/view & take notes from
text.

 Discuss (in pairs or trios) at a
station of choice.

 Listen and add to notes.

 Rotate to other station(s) as
time permits.

OBJECTIVES: to get students 
moving during small group 
discussions; to provide students 
with choice; to deepen and 
synthesize conversations
• Movement activates the brain!

• Talking to others causes thinking to
become STRONGER and CLEARER.

Legends: Application of Content (Standard 5)
Legends: Instructional Strategies (Standard 8)

Presenter
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For the fourth section of the article we are going to do a routine called “Conver-stations.” On the slide, you see a sample of what our routine cards look like. Some teachers like to come to the training just to collect more cards for their routine rings! The rings also make it easy for teachers to have engagement routines at their fingertips. We don’t just hand out cards. It’s important that teachers experience the routine. That way they’re much more likely to use them.
We will write down all the engagement routines used in this  mini-PD on a routine tracker, which is also something teachers get at our trainings.

Ready for the fourth section of the article? You are going to get up out of our seats and have a conversation with someone else about your “tip of choice.”  This gives students the opportunity to activate their brains with movement, while also giving them CHOICE and the chance to process their thoughts and go deeper. When I give the go signal, you will report to the station you have chosen. (Posters on the wall for locations of tips #1-7.)
In groups of 2 or 3 you will discuss the tip using the sentence starters on your graphic organizer. Talk to as many people at your station as you have time for.
When time is up (I will ring the chime.) you will return to your seats.
Normally, you would do multiple rotations and it could turn into a gallery walk of sorts, but due to the time constraints of a “mini-PD” we will do just one rotation and then go back to our seats. 



Read the final section of the 
article, “Toward Engagement 
and Autonomy” and fill out the 
notetaker independently. 



Synthesis Template
Using the template, write a paragraph

that:
EXPLAINS the main idea of the article
DESCRIBES how discussion routines help

English Learners
EXPLAINS how to use discussion routines

effectively
When both of you are done, read your

paragraph to your original partner.
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Synthesizing information!
The whole point is that students are interacting and engaging with the material to the extent that they are able to synthesize and internalize the content that you're trying to teach them. Through interaction and engagement with the language supports you have give them access to the material. It has now become part of their prior knowledge! Students are then able to incorporate what they know into further assignments, etc. 



Planning with language   in mind

 Considering the lesson you just did, how were language
supports embedded?

 What other language supports would you provide for
students?
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Sentence starters and frames in the notetaker and synthesis template
Say that we backwards planned the lesson and the language, starting with our outcome in mind: Based on the text, describe how discussion routines help Els gain speaking skills, master academic content, and take charge of their learning.
We have been encouraging teachers to: 1. Start with the outcome. 2. Create a sample student response, which tells us what we kids to be able to do. 3. From that, we decide on the language functions and forms and language support needed to accomplish the task. 4. Decide on the interaction and engagement routines needed to get there.

Other language supports? Front-load tier 3 (content) vocabulary.



Routine Tracker
Fill out your tracker for:
Drop-in Reading
Structured Turn and Talk
Read Write Talk
Conver-stations
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The take-away!!!!!!
Sometimes we debrief routines as we go. Today we saved this piece until the end of the mini-PD.
Give participants a couple of minutes to fill out the tracker.
Share with an elbow partner.




Closure & feedback

• 1 affirmation (I do that!)
• 1 take-away
• 1 comment / suggestion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Revisit outcomes: 
Participants will be able to:
1. Build teacher capacity to meet the needs of English learners in secondary content classrooms 
2. Describe and implement routines that foster interaction and engagement in the secondary classroom 
3. Incorporate language support into routines





	Optimizing� interaction & engagement strategies �for English learners� in the secondary classroom�
	Slide Number 2
	Overarching Outcome:
	SPEL: Strategies that promote engagement and learning
	Interaction & Engagement Mini-PD�Outcomes:�
	What do English learners need in the secondary classroom? 
	Read “Fostering English Learners’ Confidence” 
	Conver-Stations: A discussion strategy
	Please Return to your seats.
	Synthesis Template
	Planning with language in mind
	Routine Tracker
	Closure & feedback



