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Learning Goals

Participants will deepen their understanding of Oregon’s 
interim assessments and instructional supports.

Participants will identify at least one action step to implement 
in their local context.



Acknowledging the Challenges

❖ Distance Learning

❖ Mental and Emotional Health

❖ Access to Data

❖ System Coherence

❖ Assessment Literacy

❖ Professional Learning

❖ Data Teams and Structures



Setting the Table



Accelerating Learning



Balanced Assessment

What: Formative, Interim, Summative

How: Continuous, Comprehensive, Coherent 
(NRC, 2001; NCIEA, 2018)

Why: LEARNING! Assessment OF, FOR, and AS 

Learning

Who: LEARNERS! Peer-to-peer, 

self-assessment, educator-learner

Photo by Nathan Dumlao on Unsplash
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Balanced assessment systems must 
center around learners and learning.

Humanizing Assessment

Focusing on the Whole Child

Addressing the need for care, connection, and relationships

Humanizing classroom practices



Grounding in Purpose

“The Right Assessment 

for the Right Purpose”

Systems-Oriented

Student-Centered



Rehumanizing Assessment

Assessment OF Learning
Not of curriculum

Assessment FOR Learning
Not for labeling

Assessment AS Learning
Not as evaluation
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Oregon’s Interim Assessment  Ecosystem

(FORMATIVE PRACTICES)



Oregon’s Interim Assessment  Ecosystem

Science 
Interim 

Assessment 
Bank



Interim Assessments
Science, English Language Arts, and Mathematics



Oregon’s Interim Assessment  Ecosystem

Science 
Interim 

Assessment 
Bank



Why Use the Interim Assessment System?

- Actionable and “Just In Time” Information
- Flexible Administration and Use
- Supports Acceleration of Learning into Grade-Level Content
- Builds Greater System-wide Coherence
- They’re Free!



4 Ways to Use Interim Assessments



Science Interim Assessments at a Glance

Science Interim 
Assessment 
Blocks

(IABs) provide more 
detailed information for 
instructional purposes.

Aligned to 1 Standard (NGSS 
PE)

Cluster (4-8 Interactions)

Scoring Assertion information is 
provided for teachers to 
describe the knowledge and 
skills measured by the 
interaction. 

If administered in a standardized 
way (secure testing environment), 
the approximate expected testing 
time length would be 10-20 
minutes.

Over 70 IABs in total across 
all tested grades

Examples:
• Grade 5: 

ESS_EarthSys_2-5
• HS: 

LS_StructureFunc_1-11



Planning Backwards



Interim Bank Contents- Gr. 5* Science
(*content is recommended for use in 3rd-5th grades)



ELA / Math Interim Assessments at a Glance

Interim 
Assessment 
Blocks (ELA & Math)

(IABs) provide broad 
information for instructional 
purposes.

Assesses fewer (3-8) targets

Short item sets  (6- 18 items)

Associated with a Tools for 
Teachers formative assessment 
resources Connections Playlist

If administered in a standardized 
way (secure testing environment), 
the approximate expected testing 
time length would be the length of 
a class period.

Over 100 IABs in total 
across all tested grades

Examples:
• Grade 5 ELA, Reading 

Literary Text
• Grade 5 Math, Operations 

and Algebraic Thinking



ELA / Math Interim Assessments at a Glance

Focused Interim 
Assessment 
Blocks (ELA & Math)

(FIABs) provide more 
detailed information for 
instructional purposes.

Assesses 1 - 3 targets 

Short item sets (10 - 15 items)

Associated with a Tools for 
Teachers formative assessment 
resources Connections Playlist

If administered in a standardized 
way (secure testing environment), 
the approximate expected testing 
time length would be the length of 
a class period.

Examples:
• Grade 5 ELA, Text 

Analysis (Literary)
• Grade 5 Math, 

Operations with Whole 
Numbers and Decimals



Interim Bank Contents- ELA

(IABs) provide broad 
information for 
instructional purposes.

(FIABs) provide more 
detailed information for 
instructional purposes.



Interim Bank Contents- Math

(IABs) provide broad 
information for 
instructional purposes.

(FIABs) provide more 
detailed information for 
instructional purposes.



4 Ways to Use Interim Assessments



Bonus: Local Performance Assessment (LPA)

Assessment ‘Hack’: Use the interim assessment items in a standardized manner 
as your district LPA 

• Science Cluster Item, ELA Performance Task, or Mathematics Performance 
Task or Probe

In Oregon, the Local Performance Assessment Requirement states that school 
districts shall administer one or more performance assessments each year to all 
students in grades 3 through 8 and in high school in: mathematics, scientific 
inquiry, speaking, and writing. 

Performance assessments must be a standardized measure (e.g., activity, 
exercise, problem, or work sample scored by a common scoring instrument). 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/Local-Performance-Assessment-Requirement.aspx#speaking


Tools for Teachers
Formative Assessment Practices, Instructional Resources

& Student Performance Progressions



Oregon’s Interim Assessment Ecosystem
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March/April:
Geometry

Setting the Stage: Course Map
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Tools for Teachers:
Connections Playlist



Tools for Teachers: 
Progressions
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Tools for Teachers: 
Connection to Formative Assessment

Pathway to Proficiency
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Tools for Teachers: 
Formative Assessment Strategies
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Tools for Teachers: 
Non-Standardized Administration
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Tools for Teachers: 
Non-Standardized Administration

8.G.1 & 2

8.G.4Target G



8th Grade Interim Assessment System

8.G.1 & 2

8.G.4Target G



Science Instructional Resources

As always: 
•Keep care and connection at the forefront.

•Design Learning to include students 

experiencing disability and who are learning 

English, as they are first and foremost general 

education students.

•Build on student’s academic background, life 

experiences, culture and language to support 

culturally relevant learning. 

Resources:
● STEM Teaching Tools
● #Going 3D with Gathering, Reasoning, and 

Communicating
● OpenSciEd Middle School Units
● Oregon Open Learning Hub
● PMSP High School Units
● Ambitious Science Teaching
● ¡Colorin Colorado! - Science
● ODE Science Digital Toolkit

http://www.stemteachingtools.org/
https://sites.google.com/3d-grcscience.org/going3d/home
https://sites.google.com/3d-grcscience.org/going3d/home
https://www.openscied.org/access-the-materials/
https://www.oercommons.org/hubs/oregon
https://www.pdxstem.org/hs-science-distance-learning-resources
https://ambitiousscienceteaching.org/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/teaching-ells/content-instruction-ells/science-instruction-ells
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/Documents/CDL%20Digital%20Toolkit/2C.%20Science.pdf


Discussion Questions

• How can the use of interim assessments help accelerate 
learning for students in 2021-22?

• What is one next step for you and your team in implementing 
part of the OSAS Interim Assessments?

• How can ODE support the implementation of the interim 
assessment ecosystem?

• What questions do you still have?



Interim assessments are 
designed to support high quality 

teaching and accelerated 
learning throughout the year.



Contact Information

www.Pxhere.com 

Dan Farley – Director Of Assessment
Dan.Farley@state.or.us

Noelle Gorbett – Science Assessment Specialist
noelle.gorbett@state.or.us 

Andy Byerley – Mathematics Assessment Specialist
Andrew.Byerley@state.or.us 

Tony Bertrand – English Language Arts Assessment Specialist
tony.bertrand@state.or.us

http://www.pxhere.com/
mailto:Dan.Farley@state.or.us
mailto:noelle.gorbett@state.or.us
mailto:Andrew.Byerley@ode.state.or.us
mailto:tony.bertrand@state.or.us


Supplemental Slides



OSAS Science Assessment Design

Assertions 
describe 
expected 
student 

responses 
addressing the 
dimensions of 

the 
performance 
expectation

Reporting  starts 
with Overall Cluster 

Score and can be 
drilled-down to the 
appropriate Scoring 

Assertion Scores

Cluster 
Performance 
Expectation
(State 
Standard)

Part A Scoring Assertion

Part C Scoring Assertion

Part B Scoring Assertion

Part D Scoring Assertion



OSAS ELA / Math Assessment Design

Assessment 
Design starts 

with the State 
Standards which 
are grouped into 
the appropriate 

Assessment 
Targets

Accountability starts 
with Overall Claim 
Score and can be 

drilled-down to the 
appropriate 

Assessment Targets



Identify the Improvement Target(s)

Priority
Targets


