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• Who is NWEA?
• Our Data 
• Early Learning Products
• Our Instructional Resources

Agenda



• Started in 1977 as the research department 
for Portland and Seattle Public Schools.

• Achievement Levels Test
• Pioneers in Computer Adaptive Testing
• Currently serving over 7,400 schools, districts, 

and educational agencies around the world
• Over 8 million student assessments per year
• Mission driven Not-For-Profit

NWEA: Partnering to help all 
kids learn



• Depending on who you ask:
– Educational assessment company
– Educational research/policy center
– Software development company
– Professional development company

NWEA: What We Do



• Engagement – Technology enhanced items
• Audio is necessary to assess certain skills (e.g., 

phonological awareness, listening comprehension)
• Precursor skills not explicitly stated in the CCSS are 

included because we know teachers are still teaching 
them. Examples:
– Math: Identifying and counting coins, Measurement Tools
– Reading: Synonyms, Fact and Opinion

• Item design intended to match the types of 
instruction occurring in the classroom

Early Learning Considerations



• Screening Tests
• Skills Checklist
• MAP for Primary Grades (MPG)
• Children’s Progress Academic 

Assessment (CPAA)

Early Learning Product Suite



• Structure of the tests – semi adaptive
– Early Literacy

• Phonological awareness, letter identification, matching 
letters to sounds, concepts of print

– Early Numeracy
• Counting, matching and identifying numerals, 

computations with manipulatives

• Purpose
– To get baseline information about prekindergarten and 

kindergarten students’ foundational academic skills and 
knowledge

MPG Assessments-Screening Tests



– Data teachers receive
• Reports broken down by skill
• Scores in percent correct

– Teachers use the data to…
• Determine areas where instruction might be needed
• Determine which skills checklist test to give 

– Frequency
• Can be administered outside of a test window (unlike Survey with 

Goals), so teachers can give them whenever it is instructionally 
useful

• Tests are fixed form so be mindful of this for multiple 
administrations 

MPG Assessments-Screening Tests



MPG Assessments-Screening Tests



Screening Report



• Structure of the tests
– 10 reading assessments in phonological awareness and phonics
– 28 math assessments in computation and number sense

• Most tests stop after 10 items if student hasn’t gotten 60% correct

• Purpose
– Dig deeper on skills from the Screening and/or Survey with Goals tests

• Data teachers receive
– Reports broken down by skill 
– Scores in percent correct (items are not on the RIT scale)

• Frequency
– Can be administered outside of a test window (unlike Survey with 

Goals), so teacher can give them whenever it is instructionally useful

MPG Assessments – Skills 
Checklist Tests



Skills Checklist Reports



Checklist Report



• Purpose
– Interim growth measure

• Data teachers receive 
– Overall RIT score 
– Goal area scores

• Teachers use the data to… 
– help determine what kids are ready to learn
– group kids for instruction (based on Instructional Resources)

• Frequency
• Fall, Winter, Spring

MPG Assessments – Survey with 
Goals Tests



MPG Reports



MPG Reports



MPG Reports



MPG Reports



MPG Reports



• Instructional Learning Statements based on item 
content

• Learning Statements are displayed by goal and 
subgoal according to the test version used

• Learning Statements are reported out in 10-RIT 
increments

• Learning Statements can be grouped by standard or 
generic content topic

• The Learning Continuum can be filtered by grade 
level

Learning Continuum



Learning Continuum



Learning Continuum



• Not part of MAP for Primary Grades
• Structure of the tests

– Adaptive tests
– Scaffolding following incorrect response

• Purpose
– To examine students skill levels compared to end of year 

expectations

• Developmentally appropriate
– Positive feedback and encouragement
– Kid-friendly graphics and audio

Children’s Progress Academic 
Assessment (CPAA)



• Data Teachers Receive
– Interactive reports

• Individual Student Reports-concept-specific scores, full 
narrative report

• Classroom Reports – concept scores, class summary
• Parent Reports – student performance summary, home 

activities
– Recommended activities

• Teachers can use the data to….
– Track student progress towards end-of year learning goals

• Frequency
– Fall, Winter, Spring

Children’s Progress Academic 
Assessment (CPAA)



CPAA Structure



• Scaffolding helps identify zone of proximal development

CPAA Scaffolding



• Student reports track proficiency and growth over time

CPAA Reports



CPAA Reports

Class breakdown by subgoal helps identify needs and 
form instructional groups



RIT to Resource
www.rittoresource.org

Instructional Resources



• MAP Foundation Series
– Using MAP data to inform instruction

• Destination PD Online Learning
– Online webinars, tutorials, and documents

• Keeping Learning on Track
– Embedded Formative Assessment

• Data Coaching
– Data and Assessment Coaching

• Events & Conference
– Regional and National events that vary

Professional Development 
Offerings



Email questions about NWEA Early Learning to 
adam.withycombe@nwea.org

Thank you!

Questions?



We passionately believe 
it, and partner to make 
this an everyday reality 

for every child. 

All Kids Learn.
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